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Community Betterment
Santa’s House

Christmas 2021 is now over for Santa’s House, and we 
have been showered with kindness and generosity 

once again. The town of Jaffrey never ceases to amaze 
and warm the hearts of all the children and 
families in need. This year we had well over a 
hundred and fifty children and families. We 
gave out so many toys we lost count. None of 
this gift giving would ever happen without the 
residents of Jaffrey opening their hearts to make 
sure no child went without a Christmas. 

One person wrote, “Thank you to all Santa’s House 
elves for helping the family that was sent to you last minute. They raved 
about how thankful they were for your team who went above and beyond. 
For this family you really saved Christmas! I am beyond grateful for all who 
made this happen and your big hearts!” 

To all who have made donations, thank you:

Joe & Marcie Manning, Jaffrey-Rindge Lion’s 
Club, Monique Coll, Dee & Jump Start 
Driver’s School, Savron Graphics, Eastwood 
Management Company, Jaffrey-Rindge 
Rotary Club, Alice Poole Fund, Suzanne 
Mieso, Alana Korda, Servpro, Katherine Hill, 
First Service Title, The Inn at East Hill Farm, Linda Giragosian, Millipore 
Employees and John Connell, Teleflex employees, TD Bank, Peoples Bank, 
DD Bean Employees, Red’s of Jaffrey (Thank you for beating your record), 
The Masonic Lodge of Jaffrey. If we missed anyone, please know that we 
are grateful. 

I would also like to thank Santa’s Elves. Without them it would be impossi-
ble to do any of this: Becky Newton, Laura Shelley, Kathy Batchelder, 
Amanda Morrill, Michelle Plourde Eddy, Magda Baranowski. All of us are 
busy planning Christmas 2022. Hopefully we’ll be seeing all of you then. 
Have a safe and peaceful new year. 

Respectfully submitted, Jan Wilkins

This year the Education Committee selected two recipients to receive 
the Jaffrey Chamber of Commerce Student Citizenship Award. These 

were in the form of two $2,500 Scholarships which Past President Matt 
McCarthy was able to present in person at the 2021 Conant High School 
Graduation Ceremony.

On behalf of the Chamber, the Education Committee would like to once 
again congratulate and recognize Alyssia Maki who is attending the 
University of New England and Elizabeth Gonyea who is attending 
University of Southern Maine.

Look forward to some exciting news happening with the Education 
Committee in 2022. Board Member Sarah Dangelantonio from Franklin 
Pierce University will be the new Education Committee Chairperson. 

Respectfully submitted, Lori Ruscito

Education Committee

Swap Shop

After over 18 months of being emptied and shut down, the Jaffrey 
Chamber of Commerce is happy to report that the Swap Shop at the 

Jaffrey transfer station opened mid-August. 

Many people may not know, but the Swap Shop is solely run by volunteers 
by the Jaffrey Chamber of Commerce.  There is no association with the 
transfer station or the Department of Public Works. It was difficult to staff 
it before COVID-19 but they knew how valuable it was to the community, 
so we were determined to make this resource available again. 

We made some significant changes to the guidelines as to what they would 
accept based on the years of history they had as well addressing new con-
cerns and new alternate resources available. They now mainly focus on 
household wares and tools and small furniture. We decided that, due to 
both the state of the moisture in the building and the fact that there are 
other places such as Planet Aid and Salvation Army boxes, as well as other 
clothing consignment places in town, clothes could go elsewhere without 
having to be thrown away. Books is another item we have decided not to 
accept as well, at least for now, as they were inundated with books in the 
past and ended up throwing them out just the same. While this change has 
been disappointing to some, most people understand and are still contrib-
uting what they would otherwise be throwing into the landfill. 

Most importantly to re-open, we had to find volunteers. A few of the trust-
ed and dedicated volunteers from before the closure came back: Susan 

Leach, Carolyn Jalbert and Joanne Buck. Some new community members 
are coming on board: Judy Mortner, Dianne Cook, Sarah Wright and Casey 
Leach. These volunteers work sorting items, shelving them and then watch-
ing them go back out the door to new homes - exactly as intended.  The 
staff at the transfer station have welcomed the re-opening as well. They 
report they get multiple questions about it and are happy to be able to tell 
residents that it is open again on Saturdays and, thanks to Judy Mortner, 
Wednesday mornings, as well. 

Signs are now posted with hours and guidelines of what is accepted and not 
accepted. 

We believe this resource is not only a great way to help protect the environ-
ment by saving many things from going into the Jaffrey landfill, but it is 
also a great place to meet with fellow residents and share treasures that 
would otherwise just be discarded. 

The Swap Shop will be closed for the winter but will re-open in March. We 
are also thrilled to report that the viable goods that remain at the Swap 
Shop prior to closing for the season will be donated to the Afghan refugee 
families that are being relocated to New Hampshire. One more way the 
Swap Shop and the Jaffrey Chamber are giving back to the community—
even beyond Jaffrey. 

Respectfully submitted, Casey Leach

Roadside Clean Up

In 2021 the Chamber successfully organized two Roadside Clean-Up 
events held in April and October. Thank you to our Jaffrey residents who 

participated by collecting litter along a number of town roads. A special 
thank you to TD Bank, People’s United Bank, the Town Offices, Chamber 
office staff, and Jaffrey Transfer Station for actively advertising the events, 
and DPW for disposing of the bagged trash for us. This event is always a 
great display of pride by our community for our town. Thank you for help-
ing us keep Jaffrey beautiful!

Respectfully submitted, Alicia Vitello

Alyssia Maki (left) and Elizabeth Gonyea (right)
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Bar Harbor Bank & Trust

Belletetes Inc.
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*
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*
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TD Bank
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* Denotes new member

Jed Brummer

*
Ann Chamberlain
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*

Trisha Hill 
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Owen Houghton

*
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Hope Fellowship Church
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  and Adoption

*

Shelter From The Storm


